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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  great  question  on  the  Exportation  of  Wool  being 
about  to  engage  the  attention  of  Parliament,  it  is  judged 
expedient  to  reprint  this  pamphlet,  as  a  collection  affording 
much  valuable  information  on  that  momentous  subject. 


PREFACE 

TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION  IN  1782. 

Amongst  the  various  distresses  which  have  been  brought  upon 
this  country  by  the  war  in  which  it  is  engaged,  those  complained  of 
by  the  county  of  Lincoln  are  perhaps  the  most  alarming.  A  con- 
siderable fall  in  the  price  of  wool  must  necessarily  reduce  the  value 
of  land;  and  as  land  has  been  of  late  either  the  mediate  or  imme- 
diate object  of  taxation,  such  diminution  of  its  value  cannot  but 
forebode  the  greatest  calamity.  The  discussion  however  of  the 
remedy  proposed  might  be  reduced  to  a  small  compass,  were  we  to 
recur  to  first  principles ;  whence  it  would  appear  that  every  re- 
straint on  the  right  of  disposing  of  private  property  is  unjust,  and 
contrary  to  the  very  end  and  purpose  of  government,  unless  the 
good  of  the  community  incontestably  requires  it :  hence  arises  the 
reasonableness,  and  even  necessity,  of  discussing  questions  of  this 
nature ;  as,  on  the  one  hand,  restraint  may  operate  as  a  private 
wrong ;  or  on  the  other,  the  want  of  it  may  become  a  public 
injury. 

To  facilitate  the  consideration  of  this  question,  the  following 
collections  have  been  made,  and  if  it  should  appear  to  the  unpre- 
judiced reader,  that  the  weight  of  argument  is  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
hibitory laws  as  they  now  stand,  it  may  be  asked,  whether  the  whole 
community  should  not  bear  a  share  in  a  loss  to  which,  at  present,  a 
part  only  of  that  community  is  obliged  to  submit  ?  Or,  if  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  unwilling  to  press  a  measure,  in  the  least  degree  unpo- 
pular, upon  the  new  administration,1  should  think  proper  to  leave 
the  mode  of  their  redress  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  is  not  the 
subject  of  wool  a  matter  of  sufficient  consequence  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  legislature,  and  may  it  not  be  hoped  that  such  re- 
gulations will  be  adopted,  as  may  prevent  the  ruin  of  those  who 
are  concerned  in  the  growth  of  that  commodity  ? 

'  Marquis  of  Rockingham's  in  1782. 
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As  several  pamphlets  have  been  published  in  consequence  of  an  idea  sug- 
gested by  the  county  of  Lincoln,  of  allowing  a  limited  exportation  of  a  cer- 
tain kind  of  wool,  it  may  perhaps  be  of  some  utility  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  proceedings  of  that  county,  and  the  opposition  it  has  met  with  :  m  doing 
which  it  is  proposed  to  select  only  such  parts  of  the  resolutions  which  have 
appeared  in  the  public  papers,  as  apply  directly  to  the  expediency  or  inex- 
pediency of  the  measure  itself;  and  though  at  the  first  general  meeting  held 
at  Lincoln,  directions  were  given  to  the  Committee  then  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  or  otherwise  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
Irish  woollen  yarn,  yet  as  the  Committee  have  laid  aside  that  idea,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  take  notice  of  the  objections  made  to  it  by  the  manufac- 
turers. 

1781.  31st  October.  At  a  general  meeting  held  at  the  Castle 
of  Lincoln  (pursuant  to  a  public  advertisement  from  the  High 
Sheriff)  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  "  That  an  open  Committee, 
consisting  (amongst  others)  of  Peers  of  the  realm,  owners  of  laud 
in  the  county,  and  the  members  of  the  county,  city,  and  boroughs, 
be  instructed  to  consider  how  far  an  immediate  relief  may  be  given 
to  the  present  distress  (occasioned  by  the  low  price  of  wool)  by 
having  permission,  under  the  regulations  of  a  temporary  law,  to  ex- 
port to  the  foreign  market  that  surplus  of  wool  which  is  now  un- 
sold and  unsaleable  at  the  home  market,  and  how  far  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient to  pursue  the  same." 

The  Committee  met  and  adjourned  to  the  second  Wednesday  after  the 
Christmas  recess,  and  appointed  the  St.  Alban's  tavern  in  London  as  the 
place  of  their  meeting. 

19th  December.  At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Merchants  in 
woollens  and  the  Woollen  Manufacturers  of  Yorkshire,  held  at 
Leeds,  it  was   unanimously  resolved,  "That  the  Merchants  in 
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woollens  unite  in  one  body,  and  the  Manufacturers  in  another,  to 
oppose  every  attempt  to  procure  laws  for  the  exportation  of  wool, 
the  produce  of  this  country." 

In  this  and  the  five  following  resolutions  a  correspondence  is  opened,  and 
a  general  invitation  given,  to  all  places  and  persons  to  concur  and  assist  in 
opposing  the  exportation  of  wool. 

ZGth  December.     The  following  letter  appeared  in  the 
London  Courant. 

(Copy.) 
Bear  Sir, 

Together  with  this  be  pleased  without  loss  of  time  to  return  the 
enclosed,  by  whose  contents  it  seems  that  the  country  Gentlemen 
are  at  last  brought  to  their  senses ;  to  one  perhaps  they  may,  the 
sense  of  feeling  the  effects  of  those  unadvised  measures  which, 
from  the  single  motive  of  saving  a  shilling  in  the  pound  land-tax, 
they  have  uniformly  countenanced  and  promoted.  It  is  but  just 
that  they  should  have  their  full  share  of  the  calamity  which  they,  the 
leading  power  of  this  country,  have  brought  upon  it ;  should  they 
ever  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  contributing  the  fourteen  shil- 
lings in  the  pound  land-tax,  as  was  once  suggested  from  their  own 
quarter,  towards  prosecuting  the  American  war,  they  will  have  no 
right  to  complain  of  oppression ;  they  will  have  none  to  reproach 
but  themselves. 

Those  who  advise  the  exportation  of  raw  wool,  may  expect  that 
a  petition  to  Parliament  for  such  a  remedy  will  be  rejected  with 
indignation,  probably  a  mark  of  censure  set  on  such  petitioners, 
who  for  a  local,  temporary,  perhaps  imaginary  relief  to  themselves, 
would  sacrifice  to  the  enemy,  at  the  hottest  crisis  of  war,  the  chief 
of  those  few  resources  yet  remaining  to  their  country,  nothing  less 
than  the  woollen  manufacture,  that  ancient,  that  fundamental  sup- 
port of  Great  Britain.  But  there  is  sufficient  knowledge,  delibe- 
ration, and  conduct,  to  be  found  in  Lincolnshire,  as  may  defeat  such 
a  blind,  rash,  and  ruinous  attempt,  and  rescue  that  most  respecta- 
ble county  from  the  odium  of  the  three  kingdoms. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

October  17, 1781.  R.  GLOVER. 

The  ahove  ingenious  writer T  would  perhaps  have  been  less  severe  on  the 
advisers  of  a  limited  exportation  of  wool,  had  he  been  acquainted  with  the 
restrictions  to  which  they  were  willing  to  submit,  provided  the  prohibitory 
laws  had  been  repealed. 

29th  December.  The  Merchants  and  Manufacturers  of  the  town 
and  neighborhood  of  Halifax  resolve,  > "  That  the  exportation  of 

•  Author  of  Leonidas ;  died  1785,  aged  75. 
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wool  will  be  ruinous  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  ;  and  that  all 
attempts  to  obtain  a  law  for  that  purpose  ought  to  be  strenuously 
opposed." 

1782.  4th  January.  The  Merchants  and  Woollen  Manufacturers 
of  Exeter  resolve,  "  To  oppose  any  steps  taken  towards  obtaining 
a  law  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  any  sort  of  wool,  the  produce 
of  this  kingdom — That  (in  case  such  a  law  was  permitted)  the  ma- 
nufacturers would  be  obliged  to  leave  the  kingdom  for  want  of 
employment,  which  would  infallibly  occasion  a  rapid  decline  in  the 
value  of  lands." 

14th  January.  The  Merchants  and  Manufacturers  of  the  town 
and  neighborhood  of  Roebuck,  Rochdale,  resolve,  "  That  any 
attempt  to  change  the  several  laws  now  in  force  for  restricting  the 
exportation  of  wool,  ought  to  meet  with  a  spirited  opposition, 
both  from  the  landed  and  commercial  interests  of  this  kingdom." 

18th  January.  The  Merchants  and  Woollen  Manufacturers  of 
Essex  resolve,  "That  it  is  their  opinion  that  foreigners  by  a  supply 
of  English  wool  would  be  enabled,  by  mixing  it  with  their  own,  to 
rival  the  manufactures  of  this  country,  both  in  quality  and  cheap- 
ness— That  the  low  price  of  Lincolnshire  wool  is  owing,  1st,  to 
the  increased  produce  of  the  wool  of  that  county  ;  2dly,  to  the  less- 
ened demand  for  such  wool,  in  consequence  of  the  check  given  by 
the  war  to  those  branches  of  manufacture  in  which  it  is  used — 
That  the  allowance  of  the  exportation  of  British  wool,  of  any  kind, 
in  any  circumstances,  and  under  whatever  limitations,  will  be  in  the 
highest  degree  prejudicial  to  the  woollen  manufacture — That  they 
will  resist  and  oppose,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  any  attempt 
that  may  be  made  to  repeal  the  laws  now  in  force  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  wool-" 

22d  January.  The  several  branches  of  the  manufactures  at 
Norwich  resolve,  "That  the  exportation  of  any  sort  of  wool,  the 
produce  of  this  kingdom,  would  be  injurious  to  the  trade  and  ma- 
nufactures thereof,  and  ought  to  be  strenuously  opposed — That 
the  landed  interest  of  this  kingdom  would  be  materially  prejudiced 
by  the  passing  such  a  law ;  because  the  work-people  being  un- 
employed, must  emigrate  to  other  countries,  or  fall  on  the  land  to 
maintain." 

28th  January.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Merchants  in  woollen,  and 
the  Woollen  Manufacturers  deputed  from  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  held  at  the  King's  Arms  Tavern  (the  advertisement  from 
the  general  meeting  at  Lincoln  being  read),  it  was  resolved,  "  To 
oppose  these  alarming  measures." 

30th  January.  The  Committee  of  Land  Owners  of  the  county 
of  Lincoln  met  by  adjournment  at  the  St.  Alban's  Tavern,  London. 
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His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ancaster,  Chairman. 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Champion  Dymoke, 

Lord  Brownlow,  Charles  A.  Pelham,  Esq.  M.P. 

Bishop  of  St.  David's,  Jacob  Reynardson,  Esq. 

Sir  John  Thorold,  Bart.  M.P.       Edmund  Turnor,  Esq. 
Sir  Thomas  Clarges,  Bart.  M.P.  John  Harrison,  Esq.  M.P. 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart.  Humphry  Sibthorpe,  Esq.  M.P. 

Sir  Peter  Burrell,  Bart.  M.P.       —  Bertie,  Esq. 
George  Heneage,  Esq.  Joshua  Peart,  Esq. 

Robert  Vyner,  Esq.  &c.         &c.         &c. 

31st  January.  The  Merchants  in  woollen  and  Woollen  Manu- 
facturers met  by  adjournment  from  the  King's  Arms,  upon  consi- 
dering the  complaint  of  the  wool-growers,  and  the  great  importance 
of  the  woollen  trade  of  this  kingdom,  resolve  unanimously,  "  That 
the  permitting  the  exportation  of  wool  would  be  highly  injurious 
to  this  country  ;  and  that  any  application  to  parliament  for  that 
purpose  ought  to  be  strenuously  opposed." 

1st  February.  The  Wool-staplers,  Yam-makers,  and  Ma- 
nufacturers of  wool,  in  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Cambridge,  and 
Hertford,  assembled  at  Potton,  resolve,  "  That  it  would  be  highly 
injurious,  not  ouly  to  the  woollen  manufactory,  but  to  the  king- 
dom at  large,  to  allow  of  an  exportation  of  any  kind  of  wool,  the 
produce  of  this  kingdom — That  upon  regaining  our  foreign  trade 
by  a  peace,  and  the  graziers  growing  their  wool  lighter  and  finer, 
the  price  would  rise  considerably  in  a  short  time." 

2d  February.  At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Land  Owners,  Ma- 
nufacturers, and  persons  concerned  in  wool  and  the  woollen  manu- 
factory, held  at  the  Thatched  House  Tavern,  to  consider  of  the 
state  of  wool,  and  the  woollen  manufactory,  and  what  measures  may 
be  most  expedient  for  the  improvement  thereof,  pursuant  to  pub- 
lic advertisement  in  the  London  newspapers,  agreed  to  be  pub- 
lished at  the  meeting  held  by  adjournment  of  the  Committee  of  Lin- 
coln, at  the  St.  Alban's  Tavern  the  30th  ult. ;  upon  a  motion  being 
made,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  exportation 
of  British  raw  wool  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  landed  and  commer- 
cial interests  of  this  kingdom  ;"  the  Lincolnshire  gentlemen  in 
general  ivilhdrew,  and  there  remained  in  the  room  1 10  gentlemen, 
amongst  whom  were  many  members  of  parliament,  whereupon 
the  question  being  put,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

5th  February.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Landholders 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  resolved,  "That  the  resolution  of  the 
general  meeting,  held  at  the  Thatched  House  Tavern  2d  Feb.  does 
not  appear   to  this  Committee  to  apply  to  the  question  on   the 
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expediency  or  inexpediency  of  exporting  long  or  coarse  British 
raw  wool,  under  certain  restrictions  and  for  a  limited  time,  as  that 
resolution  speaks  of  a  general  exportation  only." 

Gth  February.    King's  Arms  Tavern.    "  An  advertisement  from 
the  St.  Alban's  Tavern  having  appeared  in  the  Morning  Herald  of 
this  day,  stating  that  the  motion  put,  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  at 
the  general  meeting  at  the  Thatched  House  Tavern  on  Saturday 
last,  did  not  apply  to  the  question  on  the  expediency  or  inexpedi- 
ency of  exporting  long  or  coarse  raw  wool,  under  certain  restric- 
tions and  for  a  limited  time.     The  public  are  desired  to  take  no- 
tice, that  the  arguments  on  the  debate  applied  strictly  to  both  a 
general  and  partial  exportation,  and  both  would  have  been  pointedly 
expressed  in  the  motion,  but  from  the  obvious  idea  that  a  parhal 
exportation  was,  to  the  degree  it  might  extend,  equally  injurious." 
6th    February.     The    Lincolnshire   Wool    Committee   resolve, 
««  That  it  does  appear  to  them  expedient  to  petition  parliament  for 
redress  to  the  growers  of  long  or  coarse  wool,  aggrieved  by  the 
present  low  prices  thereof— That  a  liberty  to  export  long  or  coarse 
wool,  under  certain  restrictions,  appears  to  be  the  only  probable 
and  adequate  means  of  relief— That  the  intended  application  to 
parliament  be  postponed,  until  it  be  known  whether  the  growers 
of  long-combing,  or  coarse  wool  in  other  counties,  be  willing  to 
co-operate  with  the  county  of  Lincoln  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
above  plan."  .  . 

20th  February.  Norwich.  The  delegates  appointed  by  this 
manufactory  to  meet  the  delegates  from  other  manufacturing  places 
in  this  kingdom,  in  London,  laid  before  this  meeting  the  progress 
of  the  opposition  to  the  intended  application  of  the  Lincolnshire 
wool-growers  to  parliament,  "  which  is  highly  satisfactory." 

8th  March.  At  a  general  meeting  held  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
assizes  at  Lincoln,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  the  petition  sent  down 
by  the  Committee  in  London  appears  to  state  the  grievances  of  the 
county  in  a  true  light,  and  to  ask  the  only  relief  which  promises  to 
be  adequate. — It  is  unanimously  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  the  said 
petition  be  signed  forthwith  and  sent  to  the  said  Committee,  with  a 
request  that  they  will  make  such  use  of  it  as  they  shall  think  proper." 
The  prayer  of  the  above-mentioned  petition  is,  "That  leave  may  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  permitting  an  exportation  of  long  and  coarse 
wool,  at  such  period  after  the  usual  time  of  clipping,  with  such  duty  and 
under  such  restrictions,  as  Parliament  shall  think  proper." 

9th  March.  The  high  sheriff  and  grand  jury  at  the  assizes  held 
for  the  county  of  York,  having  taken  ipto  consideration,  and  ma- 
turely weighed  the  consequences,  which,  in  their  judgment,  would 
follow  from  a  permission  to  export  wool  out  of  this  kingdom, 
unanimously  resolve,  "  That  it  appears  to  them,  that  to  permit  the 
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exportation  of  wool,  would  be  highly  detrimental  and  injurious  to 
this  country,  and  tend  to  promote  the  interests  of  our  rivals  and 
enemies,  in  opposition  to  the  most  valuable  commerce  of  our  fel- 
low-subjects— That  it  becomes  the  inhabitants  of  this  county,  and 
all  other  manufacturing  places,  by  every  legal  method,  to  oppose 
any  application  to  parliament  for  a  purpose  so  alarming  and  inju- 
rious." 

]  1th  March.  The  high  sheriff  and  gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury 
assembled  at  Huntingdon,  resolved  (many  letters  from  several 
wool  Committees  having  been  addressed  to  the  high  sheriff  re- 
specting  the  exportation  of  wool),  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting,  that  the  exportation  of  raw  wool,  under  any  restrictions  or 
limitations  whatsoever,  would  be  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  this 
kingdom  in  general,  and  this  county  in  particular. 

The  following  Pamphlets  concerning  the  exportation  of  wool  were  pub- 
lished in  the  months  of  January  and  February  1782. 

The  Question  considered,  whether  Wool  should  be  allowed  to 
be  exported,  when  the  price  is  low  at  home,  on  paying  a  duty  to  the 
public  ?     By  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  Bart.  2d  edit.  Cadell.  6d. 

"Average  price  of  wool  in  France  is  17rf.  a  pound.  Price  of  Spanish  wool 
in  Holland  is  not  much  lower;  whereas  the  price  of  English  wool  is  not 
above  nine-pence,  consequently  parliament  may  lay  a  large  duty  on  exporta- 
tion, without  any  risk  of  stopping  the  demand.' 

Considerations  on  the  present  state  of  the  Wool  Trade,  the  laws 
made  concerning  that  article,  and  how  far  the  same  are  consistent 
with  true  policy  and  the  interest  of  the  state,  by  a  gentleman  resi- 
dent on  his  estate  in  Lincolnshire.  Elmsly.  Is. 

The  Propriety  of  allowing  a  qualified  Exportation  of  Wool  dis- 
cussed historically ;  to  which  is  added  an  Appendix,  containing  a 
Table,  which  shows  the  value  of  the  woollen  goods  of  every  kind 
that  were  entered  for  exportation  at  the  Custom-house,  from  1697 
to  1780  inclusive,  as  well  as  the  prices  of  wool  in  England  during 
that  period.1  Elmsly.  2s. 

"  Proposes  to  permit  the  exportation  of  wool,  when  its  average  price  in 
specified  markets  of  Britain  is  16s.  8d.  a  tod  or  under,  on  paying  the  old 
denizen  duty  of  1/.  13s.  Ad.  the  sack,  of  364  pounds,  or,  in  other  words,  2s. 
2>\d.  a  tod,  of  28  pounds." 

Reflections  on  the  present  low  Price  of  coarse  Wools,  its  imme- 
diate causes,  and  its  probable  remedies,  by  Josiah  Tucker,  D.D. 
Dean  of  Gloucester.     Cadell.  Is. 

"  Causes.  Stoppage  of  exportation.  Disuse  of  woollen  manufactories. 
Diminution  of  cottagers.  Increase  of  the  staple  itself,  by  breaking  up  waste 
grounds. 

1  This  pamphlet  was  supposed  to  have  been  compiled  under  the  superin- 
tendance  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
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"  1.  Remedy.  Export  under  the  duty  of  Id.  in  the  pound,  and  apply  the 
duty  as  a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  coarse  woollens  and  worsteds  of  our 
own.  2dly,  Allow  a  bounty  of  1}d.  per  yard  to  the  exporter,  for  the  ex- 
portation of  coarse  woollens  and  worsteds  to  the  Baltic.  Repeal  the  mono- 
poly granted  to  the  Russia  Company.  3dly,  Raise  up  people  to  wear  your 
own  wool  by  creating  cottages." 

An  Answer  to  Sir  John  Dalrymple's  Pamphlet  upon  the  Ex- 
portation of  Wool,  by  Nathaniel  Forster,  D.D.  Rector  of  All 
Souls,  Colchester,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Countess  Dowager  of 
Northington.   Colchester.  Keymer.   Is. 

The  Contrast ;  or  a  Comparison  between  our  Woollen,  Linen, 
and  Silk  Manufactures  ;  showing  the  utility  of  each,  both  in  a  na- 
tional and  commercial  view  ;  whereby  the  true  importance  of  the 
fleece,  the  first  and  great  staple  of  our  land,  will  appear  evident ; 
the  effect  that  must  naturally  arise  from  the  system  we  pursue,  and 
the  consequences  we  may  rationally  hope  for  from  a  contrary  po- 
licy :  together  with  such  facts  and  remarks  as  may  claim  the  atten- 
tion of  every  Englishman  who  is  a  friend  to  the  freedom  and  pros- 
perity of  this  country.     Buckland.   Is. 

An  Answer  addressed  to  those  who  have  read  Sir  John  Dal- 
rymple's Pamphlet,  in  support  of  a  tax,  and  permission  to  export 
raw  wool  ;  by  a  plain  matter  of  fact  man.    Faulder.  6d. 

Plain  Reasons  addressed  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  against 
the  intended  petition  to  parliament  from  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  for  leave  to  export  wool ;  with 
some  remarks  on  Sir  John  Dalrymple's  Treatise,  lately  published, 
in  favor  of  a  general  exportation  of  wool.  Leeds.  Wright  and 
Son.  Is. 

A  Letter  to  the  landed  Gentlemen  and  Graziers  of  Lincoln- 
shire :  in  which  are  pointed  out  the  principal  causes  of  the  present 
redundancy  of  wool,  and  the  exportation  of  it  proved  to  be  impoli- 
tic and  dangerous ;  together  with  the  proposal  of  a  more  safe  and 
certain  remedy.  Occasioned  by,  and  interspersed  with  observa- 
tions upon,  Sir  John  Dalrymple's  question  on  that  subject,  by  a 
Friend  and  Neighbor.   Cambridge.  Merril.  Is.  {March.) 

"  Give  greater  encouragement  to  the  invention  and  use  of  those  machines, 
by  which  one  man  or  child  may  do  the  work  of  several." 

A  Letter  on  the  Subject  of  Wool,  interspersed  with  Remarks 
on  Cotton,  addressed  to  the  Public  at  large,  &c.  by  William  Mug- 
liston,  a  manufacturer  of  hosiery  at  Alfreton.  Nottingham.  Cox.  6d. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Qualities  of  English  Wools, 
and  the  variations  of  breed  in  Sheep,  with  Remarks  on  Dean 
Tucker's  Pamphlet,  &c.  by  a  Gentleman  Farmer.  Evans.  Is. 
(April.) 
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